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r\ EAR Comrades, allow me first of all to thank in the
*J name of the working class of Viet Nam members
of the Executive Bureau who are here and Comrade
President Di Vittorio and Comrade Vice-President Kuz-
netsov who are absent. All of them have so vigorously
led the struggle of the workers of the world against
division and war, for the unity'of their class and safe-
guarding of their rights, for the improvement of their
conditions of life and work and for the defence of world
peace and democracy. Thanks to their energetic and
unfailing action, we can now meet here and start a new
era for the trade union history of Asia and Australasia.

I add the thanks of the Viet Nam delegation to the
thanks of Comrade Saillant to the Chinese working class
and their valiant leaders for their enthusiastic efforts in
organising this historic trade union conference in this
grand historic hall, still vibrating to the ovations of the
Chinese people on the occasion of the founding of the
great People's Republic of China.

Here I will dwell on a few points which have already
been explained perfectly by Comrade Louis Saillant wiife
whom the Viet Nam delegation entirely share the same
opinions.

Yes, comrades, the conference is a victory of the
international working class in general, and a victory for
the working class of the Asian and Australasian countries
in particular, a victory over the dollar and sterling
masters, In fact, they endeavoured to obstruct it since